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SDG 17 - PARTNERSHIP FOR THE GOAL 

INTRODUCTION 

 

The Sustainable Development Goals, SDGs, represent basic principles to end poverty, protect the 

planet and ensure that all people enjoy peace and prosperity. They were gestated at the United 

Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, held in Rio de Janeiro in 2012, replacing the 

Millennium Development Goals (MDG, 2000), to create a set of global goals related to 

environmental, political and political challenges. economic conditions that our world faces. They 

were launched in January 2016 and will guide the policies and funding of the United Nations 

Development Program (UNDP) for the next 15 years. 

The United Nations Development Program works with governments to integrate the SDGs into 

their national development plans and policies, and this in turn has led to the need to implement a 

new agenda to promote Sustainable Development, Agenda 2030. Agenda 2030, is a new tool for 

sustainable development, which aims to end poverty, promote prosperity and well-being for all 

people, in addition to protecting the environment by 2030. 

More and more institutions are auditing their situation with respect to the SDGs to lay the 

foundations of the new agenda, Agenda 2030. Those most committed and more aware of this 

international need will be the best positioned to carry out necessary improvements in the current 

management model and infrastructures with technical and financial assistance from the United 

Nations Development Program. 

Within these institutions are the universities, where the relationship between the SDGs and the 

universities can be seen as mutually beneficial and necessary for both parties. On the one hand, 

anticipating offering training on the SDGs is a way of demonstrating the institution's ability to 

adapt to these changing circumstances, and on the other, funding entities and sponsors are 

allocating more and more aid to meeting the Goals. 

Sustainable Development Goal 17 "Partnerships for the goals" refers to the need for cross-sector 

and cross -country collaboration in pursuit of all the goals by the year 2030. SDG 17 is a vision 

for improved and more equitable trade, as well as coordinated investment initiatives to promote 

sustainable development across borders. It is about strengthening and streamlining cooperation 

between nation-states, both developed and developing, using the SDGs as a shared framework and 

a shared vision for defining that collaborative way forward. 

At the Islamic University of Lebanon, we have a strong belief that in order for our country to 

develop sustainably, we have to abide by and follow these SDGs where people will enjoy a better 

life as well as a higher standard of living. The Islamic University has already implemented many 

of the requirements of the SDGs and is much willing and able to implement the remaining and 

incorporate it in its programs and policies. 

At the end, it is extremely important to note that we need as human beings living on earth to live 

happily and with dignity by partnering together. All of us have to have the ultimate respect and 
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appreciation of each other’s rights; the human right. However, to be able to enjoy that and develop 

our lives, many elements have to be taken with great consideration. We need as humans living on 

this planet to care for each other by providing assistance to the less fortunate ones. And what could 

be better to assist than a collaborative and joint effort among all countries under the United Nations 

umbrella. This is the reason behind the SDGs: Sustainable Development Goals. 

We, countries of the world, need to assist in preventing hunger, stressing the importance of 

sustainable and drinkable water, being ready to face climate change, protecting life under water 

and on land, respecting the order of law, treating each other equally and without discrimination, 

continuously and relentlessly working on looking out for other sources of affordable and clean 

energy, sustaining city life without having to continuously run away to the suburbs, preserving 

justice among us all through a good and fair judicial system, consuming and producing 

responsibly, stressing innovation and creativity, promoting decent jobs and good work 

environments without any human trafficking or child labor or money laundering, promoting good 

health and well-being, making education affordable and reflective of the job market demand and 

assuring each other of zero tolerance for hunger. 

When all of these are implemented then the world will be a much better place to live. The quality 

as well as the standard of living of people will be better leading to a decrease in the gap between 

the rich and the poor. There will be more respect for the human rights, lesser crime and extremism 

and finally peace will prevail. 

SDG 2 – ZERO HUNGER 

Agriculture has always been the main pillar in fighting hunger and in the rise and evolution of 

countries over the years. It is not limited to produce various crops but it intersects with important 

issues of our time such as food security, sustainable development, famine, poverty and the spread 

of diseases and epidemics. 

It is important to mention that agriculture is greatly influenced by climate change. Many third 

world countries still suffer from famine and hunger which is related to many reasons amongst 

which are the poor planning, lack of strategy and inability to cope with the climate changes not to 

mention other reasons which are political as well as corruption related.  

Nobody should go hungry in this world. The public sectors in many countries need to better utilize 

their resources and best allocate it in order to improve efficiently and effectively the agricultura l 

process and its related irrigation systems. In countries such as Sudan, there is an over abundancy 

of water there as evidenced by the Niles river. But, hundreds of thousands of Sudanese go hungry 

on a yearly basis which is mostly due to political problems and corruption issues that are have been 

and still are plaguing this great country which was once nick named the bread basket of the Arab 

world. 
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IUL and zero hunger: 

The agricultural sector in Lebanon faces many challenges and obstacles due to external and interna l 

governmental policies, pollution, water scarcity, water change and lack of water dams and 

equitable distribution of water resources. Therefore, it is necessary to spread awareness among the 

Lebanese citizens-especially farmers and university students- so that they are better equipped to 

face these challenges and find the necessary solutions. This can be accomplished, on one hand, by 

holding seminars and workshops at the university which aim is to contribute to collective 

awareness to maximize the benefits of the farmers and citizens from the agricultural and water 

wealth.  On the other hand, courses and curricula are adopted in most of the university’s facult ies 

to contribute to spreading awareness among students and have them acquire technical and legal 

knowledge on this matter. Moreover, the Islamic University of Lebanon (IUL) signed numerous 

cooperation and exchange agreements with both governmental and non-governmenta l 

organizations in order to support Lebanese agriculture. 

The Islamic University in Lebanon has always been interested in food security issues and it always 

strives to improve its contribution to the agricultural sector, thus helping to face the obstacles and 

challenges and to create sustainable solutions. 

To this end, the Islamic University in Lebanon, represented by its President Prof. Dr. Dina Al 

Maoula signed a memorandum of understanding and joint cooperation with the Ministry of 

Agriculture. The aim is to work together in various fields such as vocational training and scientific 

research, joint activities for the public interest and seminars and workshops addressed to students.  

The university has also been preparing its students to compete at an international level through 

their participation in the Hult Price: a competition in which students from different parts of the 

world compete in teams to create innovative social projects and institutions aiming to address a 

specific social challenge. The Islamic University students have submitted the “Food for Less” 

project, which seeks to insure food safety for marginalized people and families in poor Lebanese 

regions by collecting food and restaurants’ leftovers, dividing it into rations and selling it to poor 

families for one dollar. 

     

Figure 1. Hult Price 

Whereas the Lebanese National Committee for UNESCO is interested in inviting universities to 

establish UNESCO clubs that aim to spread the principles and values of UNESCO, promote 

education and citizenship, and organize projects and activities that serve the community in line 
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with sustainable development goals and youth priorities; The UNESCO Club was established at 

the Islamic University of Lebanon in 2019, which included 16 students from the following majors 

(science, arts, translation, engineering and business administration) to form the core and 

foundation of this club in addition to 150 volunteers. 

The UNESCO Club has undertaken two projects: 

 The first project, "Sawa", targeted the poor class in the Tire region and its environs, by 

helping poor families and supplying them with clothes, food and books. 

 

 

Figure 2. Sawa Project 

 The second project consists of collecting and sorting plastic bottle caps to contribute to 

providing support for people with special needs from the poorest and "hungry" families. 

 

  

Figure 3. Sorting plastic bottle caps 

Also in the context of supporting food security and working towards achieving it, students from 

the Faculty of Engineering also submitted projects to the Minister of Agriculture. One of the 

projects aims at studying the most appropriate geographical area for the cultivation of 16 types of 
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fruit trees in Southern Lebanon; as well as reducing the impact of human error in the use of natural 

resources from agriculture. Another project is divided into two parts: the first part is related to the 

use of artificial intelligence and modern technologies to help farmers irrigate and monitor their 

crops in the best way and with the least amount of water, while the second part covers the 

monitoring of vegetation and depends on drones and methods of image processing and analysis. 

In this sense, food waste on campus is the most important issue that the Islamic University of 

Lebanon seeks to work on in order to fully implement the second goal of the sustainab le 

development goals. In this context, the university is trying to adopt green policies in the cafeteria 

to reduce food waste, which reaches 543 thousand kg per academic year (80 kg per person), noting 

that the total number of employees, professors and students is about 6791. Among these policies 

is that the cafeteria stops providing a large tray on which the student puts his food, so it obligates 

him to choose a smaller amount of food that he carries with his hands and eats it whole instead of 

filling the tray with an amount of food that he cannot eat all of it. The cafeteria also tends to display 

food and drinks - which were served canned in plastic or tinned in specific quantities that are often 

in excess - (cheeses, milk and juices) in large containers and glass bottles in a cooled corner of the 

cafeteria in order to encourage the student to pour the quantity that suffices him and to reduce food 

waste. 

These policies are included in the university's comprehensive strategy to eradicate hunger within 

the university (that is, among students and workers) and work to ensure food security. 

The university is keen to provide food security for its students inside and outside the campus, so it 

provides balanced meals for these students during the holy month of Ramadan and on other 

religious occasions 

    

Figure 4. Holy month of Ramadan 
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The Islamic University in Lebanon does not have a Faculty of Agriculture, but most of its facult ies 

offer several courses closely related to agriculture that help the student understand the scientific 

and ethical principles in agriculture. These courses include the Human Rights course in the Faculty 

of Law that emphasizes the right to obtain safe food and the right for physical health through 

international treaties and agreements that Lebanon has signed. It also includes the Environmenta l 

Law course that helps understand all laws related to the regulation of water, electricity and 

agriculture and to preserving the animal and plant wealth. The Faculty of Health offers Community 

and Public Health, Public Health and Epidemiology and Health Management and Administra t ion 

courses. They are all concerned with physical health, safety and health management that are closely 

related to food security; thus providing the students with a wide range of technical and cognitive 

skills that revolve around supporting physical safety and food development. 

The University also seeks to address the problems arising from the water crisis in Lebanon through 

seminars and conferences which goal is to help farmers, especially small ones, to meet the needs 

of their agricultural lands in order to support local production and the national economy. 

One of the seminars organized by the University in this context was entitled "The Water Crisis in 

the Beqaa; it was held in cooperation with the Beqaa Water Foundation and the Italian Civil 

Voluntary Work Association, which is a non-governmental organization. The seminar covered the 

ways to benefit from water at the national level in order to achieve good water management and 

its equitable distribution among farmers in various Lebanese regions. 

 

Conclusion and future perspectives: 

In the future, the University will seek to establish a Faculty of Agriculture that contributes in 

training qualified people who will work towards achieving the food security goals. 

The University’s role lies in implementing the students’ projects on the ground and linking them 

to the labor market. It also seeks to develop these projects and tailor them to the Ministry’s needs 

and its plans by placing its capabilities at the disposal of the Ministry of Agriculture. The 

University also plans to hold additional workshops in order to maintain the cooperation with other 

concerned institutions to enhance the role of agriculture in achieving food security and family 

stability.  

Therefore, the university aspires to implement all these ideas and scientific projects and to come 

up with new ideas for the development of agriculture, water and animal wealth, and to help 

removing the various obstacles facing the agricultural sector in Lebanon. 

In addition to all the above-mentioned efforts, the university seeks to develop strategies that would 

lead it to national achievements in order to keep up with the development in various fields and 

work on innovative solutions and advanced projects that answer the needs of the future of 

agriculture. The university also strives to encourage agricultural scientific research within its 

premises and to make it a pillar for developing sustainable strategies that support the government’s 

national and future plans to become the best locally and globally, in terms of combating hunger 

and poverty. 


